FY2000 HEP Accomplishments

October 1999:

· 1999 EEO and Diversity Achievement Award for Employee Leadership – Two HEP Advisory Council Members were nominated – L. Martinez and D. Sandoval.  D. Sandoval received the 1999 EEO and Diversity Achievement Award for Employee Leadership

· L. Martinez was detailed to HQ, Office of Civil Rights, where he assisted in coordinating and finalizing of activities for the Hispanic Heritage Month Celebration. L. Martinez was involved in both the DOE activities and the Federal Agencies activities.

· DOE Annual Hispanic Heritage Awards for Achievement in Education – Two HEP Advisory Council Members were nominated – L. Martinez was nominated in the category "DOE Federal employees for Outstanding Community Service" and D. Sandoval was nominated in the category "DOE Educational Programs – Past or Present." D. Sandoval received one of the awards in the Educational category.

· HEP hosted a very successful social hour at the Coronado Club on 10/7/99

· HEP completed its proposed goals and objectives and submitted them to OEO on 10/29/99. 

· HEP is hosting a roundtable discussion with Ben Montoya, CEO of PNM on 11/4/99.

· HEP is hosting the National Hispanic Employment Program Managers Advisory Council Meetings Nov. 15th-19th at the ETC.

· We are currently looking for two families to sponsor/adopt during the upcoming holidays. 

November 1999:

· Participated in AL Food Drive

· On 11/4, hosted roundtable discussion with Mr. Ben Montoya, CEO, PNM

· Five employees participated as bilingual judges for a writing event sponsored by NM MESA

· 11/16-11/19, hosted National Hispanic Employment Program Managers Advisory Council semi-annual meeting

· Adopted family for Thanksgiving

December 1999:

· 12/6, presented goals and objectives to AL manager and deputy manager

· 12/7, Doris Sandoval and L. Cano attended NM MESA leadership luncheon at UNM

· Luis Martinez given certificate by OEO for two week detail in HQS

· Adopted family for Christmas

January 2000:

· 1/20, 5 Project Partnership mentors, along with 4 mentees, attended the Rio Grande Minority Council breakfast.

· 1/24, met with AL manager and deputy manager to present information about details, reassignments and temporary promotions

· 1/25, Leroy Esquibel attended BEP meeting to discuss information noted above 

· 1/27, several members participated in the NM MESA Central Region Leadership meeting and Prepared Speaking event at UNM

· Irma Wilson volunteered to help HRD in the interviewing process of Summer Hires

· 1/27, coordinated joint SEPM and council member meeting

February 2000:

· 2/1, three members attended the Hispanic Legislative Dinner held in Santa Fe

· 2/14, Doris Sandoval and Leroy Esquibel met with Patty Wagner to discuss concerns about OMA reorganization

· 2/15, gave presentation to R. Glass and P. Wagner and also discussed issues that abound at AL

March 2000:

· On March 21, 2000, four of the Project Partnership Mentors participated in a group activity with seven of their mentees. One of our mentors made arrangements with the Air Force Research Laboratory (AFRL) for a tour of their facility. The tour included the Laser Diode Illuminator System and the Battlefield Optical Surveillance System. The participants were able to see the actual "firing up" of a 15,000-watt laser and were able to participate on hands-on demonstrations. The activity was definitely a plus and was most impressive which revealed to the participants the valuable and interesting research activities, and missions within AFRL.

· March 22-24 - Rio Grande Minority Purchasing Council Trade Fair. This is considered New Mexico's largest trade fair held specifically for small business enterprises to meet and network with each other and with corporate and government entities in the pursuit of contractual opportunities. Eleven volunteers from throughout AL volunteered and helped staff the Small Business Office booth.

· On March 25, 2000, L. Retallack and D. Sandoval served as judges for the 15th annual NM MESA Jamboree.

April 2000:

· Patty Wagner, Assistant Manager, OMA, presented the HCA of the Year (Small Business) Award plaque to Lillian Retallack, CPD. Patty also commented on the outstanding efforts of CPD in its continuing small business program. In particular, Patty congratulated Bob Braden, Lillian, Joanne Wright, Darlene Baca, Rosa Amparan and others, for their hard work in achieving $87 million dollars in contract awards to small and disadvantaged businesses. This exceeded AL's program goal. This award was initially presented to Patty by Secretary Richardson at the recent Department of Energy's First Annual Small Business Conference held in Denver, Colorado, on April 25, 2000.

· On April 5, 2000, DOE conducted a mandatory department wide EEO Diversity Stand-Down. R. Archuleta served on the AL team coordinating this effort. 

· On April 7, 2000, C. Aragon, L. Esquibel, IMAGE National President-A. Rocha and IMAGE Region VI President-J. Zepada met with R. Glass to discuss the IMAGE/DOE-AL MOU.

· On April 11, 2000, L. Martinez met with staff members from MESA to discuss the status of Project Partnership. Prior group activities plus future group activities were discussed. The roles and responsibilities of the Mentors, School Advisors, Mentees, and MESA staff were also discussed. A final group activity and get together is planned for May 31, 2000.

· On April 12, 2000, G. Chavez, I. Wilson, L. Womble and A. Sanchez served as selection panel members for the Worker Trainee Positions. 

· On April 19, 2000, Project Partnership Mentors and Mentees participated in a group activity.  Seven mentors and five mentees participated in this activity which consisted of a field trip to the New Mexico Museum of Natural History and Science. NM MESA sponsored admission to the museum.

· On April 19, 2000, seven of the Project Partnership Mentors participated in a group activity with five of their mentees and a Mathematics Engineering Science Achievement (MESA) representative. MESA sponsored this activity and made arrangements to tour the Museum of Natural History. Bryan Spiegel also joined the group and took several photos and published an article in the "April DOE News Splash." The tour included the viewing of "Wolves" in the new NHM Dynamax Theater. The activity was very successful and a positive experience for both mentees and mentors.

May 2000:

· The Project Partnership Mentors May meeting included guests from MESA and representatives from the "Mathematics, Science and Technology Education Magnet School Program" group.  The Magnet School Program representatives presented a very informative and interesting briefing to the Mentors on the Magnet School Partnership. Some of the subjects discussed were:

Goals

Challenges

Why is this important to DOE

Why does DOE need this in New Mexico

Why Start a Magnet High School

The Mentors felt this was a good program with potential positive results, however some of the concerns expressed were:

Will there be a support system for those left behind (other schools left behind)?

There are multi-educational initiatives going on throughout New Mexico. How will these initiatives be incorporated…or will they?

Has a root cause analysis been done as to why students aren’t getting a proper education?

How do we address/prevent a Teacher Brain Drain?

How do we ensure this does not turn into an elitist program?

· May 8th – 11th, Leroy Esquibel and Doris Sandoval attended the NHEPMAC semi-annual meeting in Washington D.C. The meeting included the induction of the new officers and establishing goals and objectives for the upcoming year. The council met with Poli Marmolejos and Tim Dirks to discuss the Partnership Agreement and other related items. Other guests included Jeremy Wu, Bill Valdez, and John Robinson. The council hosted an HEPM Tribute Reception honoring those who are leading change within the Hispanic community.

· Lawrence Barela, Luis Martinez and Lupe Womble represented the HEP Council at the 14th Edition reception for the "Anuario Hispano – Hispanic Yearbook" held on May 18, 2000 at the University of New Mexico Law School.  Dr. Eliseo S. Torres, Vice-President for Student Affairs, University of New Mexico, gave the welcome address. Ms. Diane Denish, Chairwoman, Democratic Party of New Mexico introduced the keynote speaker.  The Keynote Speaker was the Honorable Gloria Tristani, Commissioner of Federal Communications Commission. Brigadier General Christopher Cortez, U.S. Marine Corps, currently the only Hispanic Brigadier General, made some remarks on the importance of education.  Mrs. Angela E. Zavala, President and CEO of TIYE Publishing Co., Inc. made the closing remarks. TIYE Publishing Co. is the company that publishes the "Anuario Hispano – Hispanic Yearbook."

· The DOE Project Partnership Mentors and their Mentees had their final group activity for this school term on May 31, 2000.  Five mentors and six mentees participated in a special tour of the National Atomic Museum. The group started out by being granted the privilege of entering the "B-52" accompanied by a tour guide.  This was a once in a lifetime experience since letting groups enter the "B-52" is not common practice at the museum.  The tour guide then led the group through the museum and concluded the tour with a short film.  The group felt this was an enjoyable and informative tour.  After completing the tour, the mentors and mentees joined School Advisors, Parents, and MESA staff members at the MESA facility for a year end activity.  Mentors and mentees were recognized during this activity by being presented certificates. Parents and school advisors were also recognized.

· Leroy Esquibel and Doris Sandoval participated in a three-day Special Emphasis Program Manager training course held at the Learning Lab from May 23-25th.  The training course dealt with numerous issues that affect today’s SEP managers and also dealt with ideas on how to improve special emphasis program’s.  

· HEP Council members continue to serve as voting and non-voting EEO representatives on various interview panels.

June 2000:

· Leroy Esquibel and Celedon Aragon attended the National Image Training Conference held in San Juan, Puerto Rico from June 5th-10th.  Numerous workshops and training sessions were held to help SEPM’s and Image members in their various activities.  Additionally, the conference allowed for networking and sharing of ideas with other HEPM’s from throughout the country.
August 2000:

· Luis Martinez participated on the planning and coordination of the annual joint Special Emphasis Program Managers Luncheon held on August 9th.  HEP was the recipient of the SEPM Luncheon funds this year.  The funds were donated to NM MESA for Project Partnership.  MESA staff was very appreciative of the funds received. Additionally, Rosemary Cramberg received the AL EEO Diversity Award for non-supervisory employees.  
September 2000:

· Many HEP members attended the Sandia National Laboratory Hispanic Heritage Month Opening Ceremonies held at the National Atomic Museum on September 19th. Guest speaker, Deanna Sauceda, gave an emotional speech that emphasized the importance of mentoring children. 

· Hispanic Heritage Month Opening Ceremonies were held at AL on September 21st. The keynote address was given by Dr. Paul Martinez, Director of the Center for the Education and Study of Diverse Populations at New Mexico Highlands University. His speech focused on the importance of education for Hispanic children and the role Hispanic adults play in their children education. 

· Numerous HEP members attended the Kirtland Air Force Base Hispanic Heritage Month Luncheon held at the Mountain View Club on September 26th.  The theme of the luncheon was “Education in the New Millenium” and it featured very talented students from Valley High School’s Baile Folklorico Club. 

· The HEP hosted the Annual DOE Chile Cook-off on September 27th.  Guest speaker Dr. Tomas Atencio gave a very emotional and stirring speech about the struggles many Hispanics face in Northern New Mexico.  Also, plaques and awards were given in the following categories: red chile- Clara Catanach, OPA; green chile- Theresa Follo, OEO; and Salsa- Bernadette Tohtsoni, EOC. 

· OEO, through the efforts of Y. Ruiz, was able to obtain funding for the Special Emphasis Programs from HQ.  An amount of $10,000 will be awarded to NM MESA for the Project Partnership efforts.  An additional $10,000 will be used for the Hispanic Association of Colleges and Universities (HACU) Scholarship Funds. 

