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NNSA Assistant Deputy 
Administrator Gerry Tal-
bot was in Los Alamos 
Jun. 12th talking to Site 
Office folks about his 
views on what we need 
to pay attention to. 

He told folks 
we need to 
keep better 
track of the 
money Con-
gress appropri-
ates to NNSA.  
“Did the money 
go to the 
things you 
wanted it to,” 
Talbot asked.  
He said it is 
important to 
have an ac-
counting strat-
egy that tracks 
the flow down of dollars from Headquar-
ters to the Sites. 

He also talked about career paths for em-
ployees and making sure folks get the 
training they need to meet qualifications 
and perform their jobs effectively.   He also 
mentioned succession planning and per-
sonnel development within NNSA.  He 
noted how important it is to be able to 
manage people correctly and that there is 
no coherent individual development plan 
for people to develop in areas they want 
to. 

While at the Site Office, Talbot received 
programmatic briefings from the LASO 

Staff and toured a number of facilities at 
the Lab.  “This place is about everything,” 
Talbot said.  “Los Alamos covers the entire 
gamut of what we do at NNSA.” 

Talbot is responsible for site operations, 
facilities management and nuclear and 
non-nuclear safety for the NNSA nuclear 

weapons 
complex. 
Before as-
suming this 
position, he 
was the 
manager for 
the NNSA 
Nevada Site 
Office. 

Talbot is 
particularly 
interested in 
safe opera-
tions at 

NNSA facilities. Above, Talbot talks with 
LASO’s Joe Vozella, Assistant Manager 
for Safety Operations.  “We want to breed 
a culture that does things as safely as we 
can,” Talbot said.  
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Friday Jun. 6th Brigadier General 
Jonathan D. George NNSA, Principal 
Assistant Deputy Administrator for 
Military Applications, stopped by the 
Site Office to meet with principal staff 
members and talk to employees 

On Jun. 16th, LASO celebrated it's last hoo-rah 
in its old 1940's building.  

Manager, 
Don 
Winchell 
opened 
the event 
with a few 
words 
about our 
new build-
ing.  

The "Last Bash Committee" put together an 
excellent pot luck with the theme of "Bob-the-
Builder."  A slide show of past and present 
parties, employees, and historical moments 
played in the background.  Folks had plenty to 
eat and door prizes were given away.  

Larry Kwei (above) was 
recognized for his 20 
years of public service.  
 
Caroline Crooks (right) 
and  Ralph Garcia (below) 
were awarded a LASO 
Site Office Coin for their 
exceptional service and 
unique acts of service 
respectively 

Imelda Maez and Pam 
Valdez (right) enjoy 
the celebration along 
with Larry Kwei, Pat 
Moss and Anh 
Nguyen (below) 



the 4 moving boxes 
you get wisely to lib-
erate your office of 
unnecessary 
and antiquated docu-
ments and "stuff".    

Keep in mind, there 
are "by the book" 
methods of purging 
your files and docu-
ments. See Rudy 
Pino if you have 
questions. 

LASO’s Sophia Calabaza 
caught some of the spot-
light in the May issue of 
“Currents,” a LANL Em-
ployee Monthly Magazine. 

Calabaza was one of the 
parents who volunteered to 
help pueblo students learn 
firsthand about science, 
engineering, and math.   

The LANL Tribal Relations 
team in the Government 
Affairs Office partners with 
the Laboratory Foundation 

and Northern New Mexico 
College to sponsor the 
Pueblo Education Out-
reach program. 

Kyle Benavidez, top right, 
uses a soldering gun to 
make a robot during a ro-
botics workshop at San 
Ildefonso Pueblo.  

LASO’s Sophia Calabaza, 
bottom right,  helps fourth-
grade student Alix Luarkie 
attach his rocket to a 
makeshift launch pad dur-

ing a rocketry 
workshop. Stu-
dents learn the 
basics of aerody-
namics, weight 
and balance, pro-
pulsion, and basic 
geometry in the 
rocketry work-
shop. 

White said.  “We will be 
making the move in phases 
beginning in mid July.” 

The first shipment of furni-
ture is expected to 
arrive by Jul. 7th and 
the contractor will be 
working hard to get 
furniture installed to 
begin our move. 

Folks will be getting 
moving boxes by Jun. 
23rd.  Remember, we 
are really trying to 
consolidate so use 

Everyone at LASO knows 
we are getting ready to 
move into our new offices 
across the bridge.   

Frank White has been put-
ting in a lot of hours work-

ing with 
contrac-
tors to 
get 
things 
ready.  
“We 

should be all moved in no 
later than the end of July,” 

Movin On Up!!!! 
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A Helping Hand 



other communi-
ties around the 
country. How-
ever, it wasn’t 
until 1941 that 
Independence 
Day was de-
clared a legal 
federal holiday. 

Meth cooks are getting the 
propane tanks from the 
exchanges at Wal-Mart, 
Kroger, etc. and emptying 
them of the propane. Then, 
they are filling them 
with anhydrous ammonia. 
After they are finished with 
them, they return them to 
the store. They are then 
refilled with propane and 
sent back for you and me 
to buy. Anhydrous ammo-
nia is very corrosive and 
weakens the structure of 
the tank. 

It can be very dangerous 

when mixed with 
propane and 
hooked up to our 
grills 
etc.  

You should inspect 
the propane tank 
for any blue or greenish 

residue 
around 
the 
valve 
areas. 
If it is 
pre-
sent, 
refuse 

to purchase that 
one. It can be dan-
gerous to move the 
cylinder due to the 
unknown integrity of 
the cylinder's ser-
vice valve.  

If you come across a sus-
pect tank let the business 
you are dealing with know 
or contact your Fire De-
partment or the nearest 
office of the United States 
Department of Justice's 
Drug Enforcement Admini-
stration.  

Parliament. 

Independ-
ence Day is 
commonly 
associated 
with fire-
works, pa-
rades, bar-
becues, car-
nivals, pic-
nics baseball 
games, and various other 
public and private events 

celebrating the his-
tory, government, and 
traditions of the 
United States, but is 
often also viewed as 
simply a summer fes-
tival, apart from its 
patriotic overtones. 

Independence Day 
was first celebrated in 
Philadelphia on July 

4th, 1777. The custom of 
celebrating the Fourth of 
July gradually spread to 

In the United States, Inde-
pendence Day (commonly 
known as the Fourth of 
July) is a federal holiday 
commemorating the adop-
tion of the Declaration of 
Independence on Jul. 4, 
1776, declaring independ-
ence from the Kingdom of 
Great 
Britain. 
The ma-
jor objec-
tion to 
being 
ruled by 
Britain 
was taxa-
tion with-
out repre-
sentation. 
The colonists had no say in 
the decisions of English 

Fourth of July — Celebrations 
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Possible Danger From Propane Tanks 
BEFORE 

AFTER 

They can 
explode 
and kill! 



More and more millions of 
Americans 
will hit the 
roads during 
the warm 
weather 
months. 
Whether 
they’re on 
business or 
vacation, 
many drivers 
will likely 
share two 
concerns: 
how to re-
duce the 
impact their motoring has 
on the environment and on 
their wallets.  

“Gas consump-
tion – and prices 
– historically rise 
with the tempera-
ture as more peo-
ple drive for work 
or pleasure dur-
ing the warmer 
months,” says 
Sue Pinera, envi-
ronmental pro-
grams director of 
the Hertz Corp.  

Summer vacations often 
mean extra driving, either 
to your destination in your 
own vehicle or, if you fly, in 
a rental car once you’re 
there. “Of all summer driv-
ing, vacation driving can be 
the most costly and least 
green,” Pinera points out. 

“Whether it’s spending time 
stuck in traffic or driving in 
circles looking for an at-
traction site in an unfamiliar 
location, there are plenty of 
opportunities to waste 
gas.”  

Here are some tips from for 
smart vacation driving:  

In Your Own Car - Have 
your car checked out be-
fore going on a long vaca-

tion road trip. Be sure tires 
are properly inflated, oil 

and oil and air 
filters are 
fresh, and the 
air-
conditioning is 
working prop-
erly.   Drive 
smoothly and 
considerately. 
Aggressive 
driving – fast 
starts, exces-
sive speed, 
abrupt maneu-
vers and con-

stant braking is dangerous 
and increases fuel con-
sumption. “You’ll enjoy the 
ride more and spend less 
on gas if you just drive 
friendly,” Pinera says.  

Only use premium fuel if 
your car’s manufacturer 
specifically recommends it 

for your engine type. Regu-
lar fuel costs less and pre-
mium will not improve your 
fuel efficiency in anything 
but a high-performance 
engine.  

Look for gas stations that 
offer pumps with vapor-
recovery nozzles. They 
look like black plastic ac-
cordions attached to the 
nozzle. These curb emis-
sions. Likewise, never try 

to “top off” your 
tank with these 
nozzles. They’re 
designed to shut 
off when the gas 
tank is at its opti-
mum fullness. 
Continuing to 
pump could lead 
to overfilling and 
spilling.  

Try to pack light 
and avoid putting 
anything on top of 
your vehicle. 

Rooftop storage may in-
crease the risk of rollover 
in some types of vehicles, 
and increases drag, which 
lowers fuel efficiency in all 
kinds of autos.  

In a Rental Car - Whenever 
possible, choose a fuel-
efficient model. The good 
news is that these are usu-
ally the least expensive to 
rent from any company.  
Consider renting a hybrid. 
Paying the extra fee for a 
navigation system can go a 
long way towards saving 
you time (and money) driv-
ing around lost. Navigation 
systems can help you find 
your way in unfamiliar terri-
tory, helping you reach 
your list of attractions with 
a minimum of time and gas 
lost.  

Courtesy of ARAcontent  

Green, Gas Saving Secrets of Summer Vacation Driving 
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Los Alamos Site Office 
528 35th Street 
Los Alamos, NM 87544 

We’re on the Web! 

http://www.doeal.gov/LASO/ 

Phone: 505-667-6691 
Fax: 505-606-0026 
E-mail: bpleau@doeal.gov 
 

tirement Authority 
(VERA) from October 
1, 2007 through De-
cember 31, 
2008.  NNSA offers this 
opportunity to its Federal 
employees in context 
with the ongoing cam-
paign to make funda-
mental and enduring 
reforms in management 
and organization struc-
tures, and to rightsize 
and revitalize its Federal 
workforce.  VERA is a 

Voluntary Early Retire-
ment 

The Office of Personnel 
Management has ap-
proved NNSA’s request 
for Voluntary Early Re-

powerful benign tool to 
help NNSA resolve skills 
mix, skills gap, and suc-
cession planning chal-
lenges. 

Although there is no 
closing window for re-
questing early retire-
ment, eligible employees 
whose requests are ap-
proved must be off 
NNSA’s employment 
rolls by December 31, 
2008.   

In Case You Missed It 

pile is reli-
able with-
out con-
ducting 
under-
ground nu-
clear tests. 

Roadrunner will be 
housed at LANL. The 
laboratory worked  with 
IBM for six years to de-
liver a novel computer 
architecture that can 
meet the nation’s evolv-
ing national security 
needs.  The result has 
redefined the frontier of 

Roadrunner Milestone 

The new Roadrunner 
supercomputer is the 
first to achieve a petaflop 
of sustained perform-
ance.  Roadrunner will 
be used by NNSA to 
perform calculations that 
vastly improve the ability 
to certify that the U.S. 
nuclear weapons stock-

supercomputing. 

A “flop” is an acronym 
meaning floating-point 
operations per sec-
ond.  One petaflop is 
1,000 trillion operations 
per second.  To put this 
into perspective, if each 
of the 6 billion people on 
earth had a hand calcu-
lator and worked to-
gether on a calculation 
24 hours per day, 365 
days a year, it would 
take 46 years to do what 
Roadrunner would do in 
one day. 

the federal government's 
City Program contract. 

New airline checked bag 
policy applies to travel 
commencing May 5, 
2008. The fact sheet 
shows the fee charged 
or if an exception is al-
lowed by the carriers.  

The NNSA Service Cen-
ter's Intranet Travel page 
will be updated to in-

Checked 
Baggage 
Allow-
ance 

GSA has 
estab-
lished a 

web page which contains 
a fact sheet providing 
information on airline 
baggage allowances.  
The fact sheet is specific 
to those carriers under 

clude this link.  

http://www.gsa.gov/
Portal/gsa/ep/
contentView.do?
progra-
mId=9680&channelId=-
17885&ooid=20112&con
tentId=19374&pageType
Id=8211&contentType=G
SA_BASIC&programPag
e=%2Fep%2Fprogram%
2Fgsa-
Basic.jsp&P=FBC5 

Schoenbauer Senior DOE Rep-
resentative in China 

NNSA’s Princi-
pal Assistant 
Deputy Admin-
istrator for Op-
erations in the 
Office of De-
fense Programs 

Marty Schoenbauer has been se-
lected to be the next Executive 
Director of the DOE Office at the 
U.S. Embassy to the People's Re-
public of China.  Schoenbauer will 
join the Office of Defense Nuclear 
Nonproliferation and serve as the 
Secretary's Representative and 
Senior DOE Representative in 
China.  

“I have truly enjoyed my time in 
Defense Programs.  To have 
served with all of you has been 
my biggest reward. Your contribu-
tions to our extremely important 
national security mission are sig-
nificant -- you make a difference.  

I am very proud to be able to say 
that I was part of your team.  Each 
of you have made my life better in 
some way and I am very thankful 
for that.  I look forward to reading 
and hearing about your continued 
successes.” 


