PROPRIETARY INFORMATION
AL Policy:  It is the responsibility of the Contractor and Participant to ensure that proprietary information is designated, marked, and protected in compliance with Article VII of the CRADA.  Given the potential business exposures of the CRADA process, the Participant’s proprietary information, as well as the ideas and concepts underlying the proprietary information, must be protected from disclosure to third parties.  This requires a strong commitment from the government and the Contractors to protect proprietary information that Participants bring to a research project, as well as the information that is developed under a CRADA.

The JWS and CRADA should be submitted to DOE-ALBUQUERQUE without proprietary information, if possible.  If proprietary information is included in either document, the proprietary information will be marked and stamped prior to transmitting to DOE-ALBUQUERQUE.

It is important that all Parties understand that the final determination of what is considered proprietary information and therefore can or cannot be released under a FOIA request lies with the DOE/AL Classification Staff.  The Participant may be required to provide justification to DOE/AL that the information being protected falls within one of the seven exemptions under the FOIA in order to be protected from public disclosure.

AL Approval Requirements:  The JWS will identify whether or not proprietary information is involved.  If proprietary information is involved, the JWS should indicate what is being marked as proprietary information and ensure that all proprietary information will be handled in compliance with Article VII of the CRADA.
