BACKGROUND
In 1989, Congress passed Public Law 101-189, the National Competitiveness Technology Transfer Act (NCTTA).  The NCTTA amended the Stevenson-Wydler Technology Innovation Act of 1980 and directed DOE to establish technology transfer as a mission of each DOE government-owned, contractor-operated (GOCO) research and development laboratory (Contractor).  Public Law 103-160, Section 3161, also amended the Stevenson-Wydler Act by permitting DOE weapon production facilities to enter into CRADAs.  Public Law 104-113, the National Technology Transfer and Advancement Act of 1995, further amended the Stevenson-Wydler Act to include Morella language that requires all CRADA participants be informed of their option to negotiate an exclusive license in a pre-negotiated field of use for an invention created jointly or solely by a Contractor employee in exchange for reasonable compensation to the Contractor.

Today, technology partnerships and leveraged collaborations with industry in mission relevant areas continue as important DOE responsibilities.  With the cutbacks in basic research funding, leveraged technology collaborations have become increasingly important to both DOE missions and to economic competitiveness.  One of the four key priorities for the DOE is identified as “leveraging science and technology to advance fundamental knowledge and our country’s economic competitiveness with a stronger partnership with the private sector.”
