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FAMILY COMnITTEE LEETING
March 30, 1950
Fourth lMeeting o ..
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The fourth meeting of the Family Committee was held Thursday, March

30, 1950 at 1115 pem. in Room A=20L.
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Edward Teller, Chairman
Je Co Clark

D. K.
R. W.
M. Go.
Des Pe
Je Co
R, Fe

Froman
Goranson
Hollowsy
MpcDousall
Mark
Taschek

,‘ Teller brought up the subject of distribution of the minutes in
Econnection with the request of J=7 for several sets, one of which was supposed
to be earmarked for Berkeley. Clark and Goranson were delegated to ascertain
jtheir actual needs. It was agreed that copies of the minutes were not to
jbe sent out of Los Alamos to scientific contractars. (Note added April 1l
1Remes agreed that three copies would suffice. These w.ll be routed to him).
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j Froxna.n requested clarification of the graph in_the mir mnutes of the .
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i 4 .. leller pointed dut that calculations by longnlre ‘should be

“available in one or two weeks and therefore this disenssi:n shonld nat.be .

made a part of the record-

of YA - 'THis Tigu ure ‘may have to be changeu

Thuu vuuia pecame rmch largere Final results depend on IBM calculations

planned for June.)
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_{Gors.nson explained

that this was bein é held ?’cf.q Ua.li e possible goon to obtain an
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estimate of the effec’ of varying HeEes to metal mass ration. .
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“The machine work has not been started but it will not compets with anything
else except the time of one persone The two machines needed for this problem
will be run in off hourse

—-—ue: «u18 WAT1 b8 completed about the end G
Aprll.‘“The muclear part of The ¢ calculatlon, which w1ll be similar in nature

to Longmire's curves., could +hem b Ceo meedoe S Moee - / )
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“omeTwd~—to-recalcurate tor-another mass this would teke an additional
two weekse July 1 is therefore not a promise but a date to shoot fore. Teller
remarked that if for any reasoa the date has to be postponed beyond July 1
the Committee should be advised about such postponemsnt at the earliest
possible time because +this will mean a delay in fabrication dates.

Mark added that it would be possible to accelerate dates for
problems of this kind by running two shifts. At present there is not enough
personnel to handle two sinifts except as an emergency operatione The re=
quirements: would be one Ph D mathematician and three or four computers.

In reply to a query on other possible Monte Carlo runs, Mark
replied that it will be of great interest to find out if we have a techrique
. which will turn out to be as good as 352§cted.‘£f <

One could also consider the use of
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other IBM equlpmcnt such as Rand.
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Three different Ov reomr+ries have haan trimd. . N ]) Db{-;)h
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These three geometries ace as shown in Figure le
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Noe 2 is difficult beceuse of hicher. predetonation. probabilidysem-,
Noe 3 is preferatle./
- DOE
b(3)
)
—_ “Fufther discU§sion disclosed that predetcaatica —
probability is not likely to be the limit on masss
PROBABLE YIELDS OF PROPOSED TESTS
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compromise suggzestlon was maeces
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“~Final décision om this point was to be left to J-Division and
they would keep the Committee inforred.
! - i
DOE
b3
 PRELIMINARY DISCUSSION OF SCEEDVLE PROGRAMING 777
W
Teller proposed that, as a preliminary to cdiscussicns two and three
wooks hence, some thought might now be taken on this subjecte
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are to be is needed in order to determine how well things are going to hold
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was contemplated.
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Norris Ee Bradbury
W. C. Bright
Stanley #., Burriss
John C. Clark
Darol K. Fromen
Roy we Goranson
Alvin Ce Graves

Ge Ke Hess

Y. Go Holloway
Eric R, Jette

Je Mo Be Kellogg
E, Konopinski

De P. MacDouzall
Do Pe MaclMillan
John He Manley
Carson lark

Hugh Paxton

Fo Te Relnes

Ae Re Sayer
Richard F. Taschek
Edward Teller -
John von Neumann
John A. Wheeler
Document Room

Cryogenics

Teller sket:

of april 6 will be held in room B-117.
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Re W+ Goranson
Acting Secretary

UNCLASSIFIED

./

TR, SR . T
ched a deslgn wnlch would™

~

In regly to Holloway, Goranson stated that a sta:dard mltlator

Topics are
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