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A. Attepdance.

6, 1950 at 9:00 A.M. in Room G-2LE.

FAMILY COMMITTEE
Minutes of Twenty-Fourth Meeting

October 5, 1950 -
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The twenty-fourth meeting of the Family Committee was held
Thursday, October 5, 1950 at 1:15 PM in Room B-117 ané Friday, October
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B. Minutes of the Previous Meeting.

A

C. Booster.

The Conmittee unanimously a&opted the minutes of the -twenty-
third meeting reported in ADWD-194.
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Those present were

H. Manley

P. MacDougall
C. Mark

B. Seely

F. Taschek

. Teller, Chalirman

L. Tuck
F. York
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cle I shows the rain items considered in this discussion and tke

relative welghts assigned in favor or disfaver of the particular cadget.
There follows below an elaberation on some of these points:

R

—
PN e

2. Thils 1tem concerns itself sclely with the 7oseibilitj that
the assembly which 1s shot falls to operate; it does not concern itself

with the question wnether or not the otservatiocns have eucceedea, the
latter being treatecd under 3.

3. In assigning weiphts to thie item, the dilscussion wae in-
fluenced lergely by the possibility that new experimental techniques mizht

fail. However, the entire list of impcrtart experirents was considered. {
A3 a_ result _Table II wae_drawn upt? ’/7 ,
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¢ Committee did not feel that this was an important

5. While

item in the compariscn, & small weight was assigned in favor of the booster
because of such posgsibilities as boosting of small implosion gadgets by DT

. g & weapon.
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o 6. The Committee believed that the thermonuclear test program
is likely to be a continuing one and that the developrent of obserzgﬁiggel
techniques is an importantﬁ;tew
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then examined whether dropping the booster at this moment would substan-
tially decrease the work of any one aivision. Tt was acreed that this N
~would not be the case, ] T e
! TR
recobnizqg_tnac tne design of the booster will be frozen by November 1,

1950. , /
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Holloway reported that in view of this, he would order the active
material through the Director 8 Office and this was unanimoualy abreed to.
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R ,----._JfIt was agreed iﬁaf'bnly fﬁe pin studies
“couTd eatisfactorily resolve this question.

3. Detonation Time.
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GMX and J Divisions will have the joint respon-

d. -

- 81ibllity concerning the rigidity of the entire structure.

UNCLASSIFIED




a

UNCLASSIFIED . ¢

T —— — e —— et e T T T -

f. York will not be asked to put a sylphon at the
top of the X-ray tube.

&. No electrical contactes to check tighthess of
fit will be required.

. ) Too
. It is hoped that GMX mignt petter this l-cm figure and MacDougall
will report the result to the Committee at a later date.
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| The rou:h ecti Tmtes cnow that this is not 1iKe17 to
glve Troucle EﬁT‘it ls believec tnat this pcint should be_examinea more ~
cerefully. 4 ¢ L;
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rne resultant Tncreasce iz volume 18 quitéd smalll e
WASE aLreed that T Division wculd inform the members of the Famil, Committee
by Monday whether or not it would bte advisable to move the bottom down by
the one-half certireter.
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I. X-Ray Experiment.

York reported thet it was presently planned to close off the top
of the vacuum tube by a 1/& inch thick beryllium pluate. If calculations
and experiment prove that a thirner alluminum or magnesium plate will serve
the sare purpos_J this maJ replace the ber Jll* . - b
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, It was agreed ihag there
Jawwno ObiéE:I:E'tQ such a _scheme.” 7% e A;l______._ ) e
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T TBrK and Teller agreed to provide CMR iIEH‘E‘ﬁe"”
tailec design of the botton plate ty Monday, October 9th
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J. Scheduling.
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K. Next Meeting.

There will be no meetin. on October 12th. There will be a meeting
on October 19th.
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Distribution:
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TABLE II

EXPERIMENT

Yield ' 1727‘:
Altha

Tctal 14 Mev Neutrons
DINEX-G

X-Ray

e———

LEGEND:

Case A; Assume all experiments up to and including the experiment under
consideraticn have been successful but the experiments listed
below it have fail¢d. (For instance, when the alpha experiment
is coneidered, its assumed vield and alpha are kncwn but the reeﬁ}vlrf

have fail@d.‘/‘- | _b(s:)
- 4—_——————————'“———*”’——————_‘ﬂ———

Case B: Assume only the experirernt under consideration is successful‘and-
all others have failed.

Case C: Assume experiment inder consideration Las failed but all others
are successful.
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