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UNIQUE DOCUMENT
In accordance with established procedures, Sardia Corporatioz has participate
with the AEC, Ios Alamos Scientific Laborastory, end the Air Force in the
recovery end other operations involved in clean-up of the accidenmt involving
nuclesr weapons in Spain. This participation is part of the AEC "Hot Spot”
team which hss been established for several years to assist in the evalusition
and clean-up ard to gather information where wespons are invelved in

accidents. The accident; occnrral when a B-52 crashed into the rear of &
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KC-135 éuring the maneuvering prepe.ratory to refueling o
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Within a few bours after the accident ccewrred, one of our staff members §;§§ o
in the Weapon Systems Sefety Group along with persomnel from ARC, LASL, §t§§:§§§§E
and the Air Force Directorate of Huclear Safety departed for the sccident gg%ggggg
scene aboard an Alr Force C-135. They participated in the initial evalua- gg °°§-_§fm§
tion of what occurred during the breakup and imract of the aircraft and §
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weapon impact information. One of the weaporns had a sixtesn foot chute
This weapen
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deployed caused by physical brealup of the tail section.
izpacted in & soft embankment and remsined relstively imtact.
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The other

tvo wespons izmediately discovered spparently free-fell and the HE
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detoizted, one voint, as & result of the shock cn impact‘
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As you well know, the fourth weapon was not found anmywhere on land and after
& short period of imtensive search, everyome was convinced that it had
not landed intact anywhere on the land ares. From the testimony of eye
witnesses, it vax apparent tha£ scme portion of the weapon had come down
on the 64 Poot chute and landed in the sea. However, there were scme
indications of alpha contamination on aircraft parts and subseguently a
determination that one of the crevw members, who floated way out to sea on
his parachute due to the high winds gloft, bad a relstively heavy body

" burden of alpha contamination. From these factors, there was considerable
conjecture that the fourth unit might bhave detorated, one polnt, as 2
result of colliding with some object in the sir. If this had occurred,
classified parts, including the secondary, could have been scatiered

and might bave been buried on land. With all of the con)ecture on the
scene, it soon became apparemt to General Wilson that he needed expert
belp in evaluating what might have occurred and where the most likely
place was for the weapon to be. Therefore, on the recommendation of
Sandia Corporstion personnel at the scene, General Wilson requested the
additional support of Sandis Corporation Aerodynamic personnel as well

as personnel from the Systems Engineering Group at Wright Patterson fir
Force Base and ballistic experts from Eglin Air Force Base.

This is an exact copy: 06/03/97: 7447 cmg.
Distribution:
. MO0659A Elva Barfield, FOIA Officer/OPA; DOE/AL




