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Accident #29 Palomares, Spain 7/17/66:

1. A B-52 Aircraft carrying four Mk 28 Y1 Mod 2 War Reserve Weapons in
an MHU-20/C Clip-in Assembly collided with a KC-135 Tanker at an
altitude of approximately 30,500 feet during an overwater refueling
operation. Both aircraft were destroyed. - ‘

2. The first weapon was found to be relatively intact with the loading
lugs still engaged in the MB-3 Release mechanism. The tail closing
plate was torn away from the rear case and the pilot chute had
deployed. The bomb nose was depressed slightly and three of the fins

had been torn away. [The Arm-Safe Switch indicated SAFE.| In e
accordance with rendering safe procedures, the weapon battery was o=t
removed. '

. 3. The primary of the second weapon which impacted in the village

..apparently undervent a low order detonation.’
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_______ i __[The afterbody—"
was fairly intact and the pilot chute had deployed. ~The weapon case ;
and internal weapon cggggggg§§Rgg;e badly broken and mangled by AN
impact and detonation.' f\‘)g(} L/
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4. The third weapon which impacted in rocky hills also experienced a 1lg
_order detonation of the primary explosives(

P

A 4 " The crater measured
" approximately 20 feet across and six feet deep. The afterbody and
parachute pack were blown approximately 100 yards from the crater.
The mild detonating fuze had detonated and the pilot chute had
spilled out. The main chute was out of the ruptured afterbody case. .- o
but was retained in the chute coveEJ iDQC{
/ " — b(%)
‘%'_—_—""‘\\_‘/
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A B-52 Aircraft carrying four Mk 28 Y1 Mod 2 War Reserve Weapons in
an MHU-20/C Clip-in Assembly collided with a KC-135 Tanker at an
altitude of approximately 30,500 feet during an overwater refueling
operation. Both aircraft were destroyed. - :

The first weapon was found to. be relatively intact with the ‘loading
lugs still engaged in the MB-3 Release mechanism. The tail closing
plate was torn away from the rear case and the pilot chute had
deployed. The bomb nose was depressed slightly and three of the fins i
had been torn away. [The Arm-Safe Switch indicated SAFE.| In -
accordance with rendering safe procedures, the weapon battery was '
removed. ‘

The primary of the second weapon which impacted in the village e
..apparently underwent a low order detonation.' '
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iwas fairly intact and the pilot chute had deployed. ~The weapon case

and internal weapon cggggggg;g_gg;e badly broken and mangled by _ (7\
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| . [ The crater measured
approximately 20 feet across and six feet deep. The afterbody and
parachute pack were blown approximately 100 yards from the crater.
The mild detonating fuze had detonated and the pilot chute had
spilled out. The main chute was out of the ruptured afterbody case N
but _was retained in the chute coveg;f iDQti
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The fourth weapon recovered
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1 summary, of the nuclear weapons\involved in the accidents
since 1950:

' ...One of the 16 weapons (accident 4, Table I) involved in X
accidents with liqﬁid hydrocarbon fuel fires (7 accidents)
or missile propellant fuel fires (1 accident) experienced
high-order HE detonation. |

...Five of the 11 weapons involved in aircraft crashes (6
accidents) experienced HE detonation.

’

...Five of the ten weapons involved in accidents with free-
falls (8 accidents) experienced HE detonation on impact.
Free falls resulted from ejected missiles (1 accident),
aircraft which broke-up in mid=-air (2 accidents),
jettisons (5 accidents). Neither of the two weapons
involved in aircraft ditching (1 accident) or aircraft
rolling off of a ship (1 accident) detonated.

...None of the three bomb$ involved in accidents (2
accidents) with retarded falls from high altitudes
experienced HE detonation on impact.

. //M\*\« ’ B B R
Frememn e et e Tt e
f

In this total accident experience, there were two instances where
extensive decontamination was performed: the Palomares, Spain,
and Thule, Greenland accidents which involved‘dispersal of
plutonium by detonation of the weapons' HE on impact. For the
two instances where the plutonium~me1ted as a result of the HE
burning, only minor local decontamination (mostly washing and
removing asphalt) was performed. None of the seven incidents
involving uranium dispersal required decontamination.
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